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VECTOR QUANTIZING DEVICE AND METHOD 



Confirmation No.: 6775 



Art Unit: 2621 



Examiner: A. Alavi 






RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REOIJIREMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action mailed 
March 5, 2004 (Paper No. 6), Applicant hereby provisionally elects Group III, claims 2, 3, 5, 7-8, 
34, 40 and 44-49 for continued examination. 

(,g^7/ 

In addition, Applicants believe that claims 4, 6, 35-39, 60 and 66-67 should be included 
in Group EI. The reason for these additional claims being classified in Group III is the 
following. 



Claim 5y which is part of the Examiner's original classification for Group III, is 
dependent on claim 4. Therefore any search of claim 5 is going to require that claim 4 be 
searched as well. 
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Application No.: 09/673,503 Docket No.: 21776-00053-08 

Claims 7-8, which are deemed in the Office Action as belonging to Group ffl, depends 
from claim 6. Accordingly, claim 6 is, for the forgoing reasons, also beUeved to be part of 
Group in. 

Claims 35-39 are dependent on claim 34. Accordingly, any allowance of claim 34 would 
also resuh in allowance of claims 35-39. Accordingly, claims 35-39 are believed to be part of 
Group in. 

Since claim 61 is identified in Group HI, parent claim 60 would also be in Group HI, 
since any search of dependent claim 61 naturally includes subject matter of its parent claim. 
Additionally, claim 68 depends on claim 34 or claim 40, which are in Group Hi and accordingly 
claim 68 is believed to be there as well. Finally, since claim 71 depends on either claim 56 or 
claim 60, it is believed that it is also part of Group III. 

It is therefore requested that the Examiner re-constitute Group HI to include these 
additional claims as well. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due. please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 22-0185, under Order No. 21776-00053-US from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated 



: ^/^S/O^ Respectfully submitted. 



George R. Pettit, Reg. No. 27. 369 
CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 
1 990 M Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036-3425 
(202)331-7111 
(202) 293-6229 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Partner 

m (202)331 T111 
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APR - 5 2004 



April 5, 2004 



1990 M street. NW. Suite 800 
Washington DC ZOOM 
Ttt{202> 331 7111 
(202) 293 6229 

Tne NuniOuri Hiiiifiing 
1007 Noitii Oranev iSrofcl 
P.O. liOX i!2C)/ 
WilmidKtOrt OE l^H^iO ' 

WEB vuwwxb1hlaw.com 



Mr, Takayoshi Kokubun 

KOKUBUN INTT. PATENTS & TRADEMARKS 
Dcebukuro TG Hotnest Building 
l7-8,Higashi-Ikebukuro 1-Chome 
Tokyo J^an 170-0013 

JAPAN 






VTA FACSIMILE 
(Enclosures w/cQnfirmatwn copy) 



Re: 



U.S. Patent Application ^ 

Title: DATA COMPRESSING DEVICE AND METHOD, DATA ^^^^SJ'I^f^J^r' 
mTHOD. DATA COMraESSING/EXPANDING SYSTEM AND METHOD, COM 

BOOK »Sl^G METHOD. AND VECTOR QUANTIZING DEVICE AND METHOD 

Appl. Ser. No. 09/673,503, filed October 17, 2000 

Inventors: Kotanietal. 

YnurRef: FOTOlP-PrT-US: , n.ir Pef; 21776-00053-US 



Dear Mr. Kokubun; 

Thank you for your facsimile letter of April 2, 2004, regarding the abov^dentified 
patent application. In accordance with your instructions, we have prepared and filed a Response 
to Restriction Requirement in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. A copy is enclosed with 
the confinnation copy of this letter. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. Our debit note is 
also enclosed with flie confirmation copy of this letter. 

Sincerely. 



CONNOLLY BOVEiODGE & HUTZ LLP 




George R. Petot 




Enclosures 
GRP/dab 
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FAX TRANSMISSION 



date: i\ k \cyi 



APR - 5 2004 





PTO IDENTIFIER: Application Number 09/673,503 

Patent Number 
Inventor: Koji Kotani tt al. 



MESSAGE TO: US Patent and Trademark Office 
FAX NUMBER: (703) 872-9306 



FROM: CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 
George K Pcttit 

PHONE: (202) 331-7111 
Attorney Dkt #: 21776-000S3-US 



PAGES (Including Cover Sheet): ^ 



CONTENTS: 



Response to RtiStriction Requirement^ and 
Certificate of Transmission under 37 C FR 1.8. 



If your receipt of this transmission is in error, please nodfy this firm immediately by 
collect call to sender at (202) 331-7111 and send the original transmission co lis by 
return mail at the address hdow. 

This transmission is intended for the sole use of the individual and entity to 
whom it is addiressed, and may contain information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disdosture under applicable law. You arc hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this 
transmission by someone other than the intended addressee or its designated 
agent is stiicdy prohibited. 

CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 

1990 M Street. Suite 800, Washington. DC 20035-3425 
Telephone: (202) 331-71 1 1 Facsimile: (202) 293-6229 
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PT0/SB/e7 (12-97) 
Apprcwed iot use ttuouOh 9/30/00. 0MB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Offlco; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERC^ 



Certificate of Transmission Under 37 CFR 1-8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmlUed to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office 



on 



Date 




signature 



Deborah A. Beach 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate 
must Identify each submitted paper. ^ 

Response to Restriction Requirement and 
Certificato of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8. 
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